JOY to the World this Week

Joy Lutheran Church / 717 FM 359, Richmond, TX  77406-2005 / (281) 762-3310

Joy is a member congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)

PoWeR SuRGe Toolkit for January 18, 2009
CONGREGATIONAL WEBSITE ― www.joyrichmond.org

OUR VALUES: 

Faithful, Family, Friendly, Fun

OUR VISION: 

Joy to the World!

OUR MISSION: 

Called by God, we reach out joyfully to share Jesus Christ with all people by building healthy relationships with God and one another.

Information You Can Use

Coffee & Refreshments ( Refreshments are available in the parish hall between worship services.

Cry Room ( A nursery/cry room is available and staffed during worship. The nursery is available for all children up to and including age 4. It is located just down the hallway on the left side.

General Information ( A variety of information sources are located in the foyer, particularly on the bulletin boards and the tables.

Prayer Chain ( Call Lou Gross (281) 633-9054 or June Tesch (281) 633-0449 if you have a prayer request.

Questions, Suggestions & Concerns ( Contact council chairperson, Rick Godwin (864-266-3026) evenings, or Pastor Christ anytime (832-549-4985).

Restrooms ( Both men’s and women’s restrooms are located just down the hall on the right hand side.

Recycle ( Please recycle your bulletins, etc., in the bin provided in the foyer.

Visit Desired ( If you would like a visit from the Pastor or a member, call the church office during regular office hours, or contact the Pastor directly at (832) 549-4985.


Office Hours

Monday ( Friday 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Joy Worship Schedule

Celebration Worship ( Sunday, 8:00a 

A traditional worship experience using Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the Lutheran Book of Worship and With One Voice, led by the Joy Choir, organ, lay liturgists, and special music.

Spirit Touching Spirit ( Sunday, 10:30a
A contemporary worship experience led by the Joy Worship Team and lay liturgists, using a variety of contemporary Christian music and liturgies.

Joy Leadership

Ministers

Every Person in the Body of Christ is a Disciple! You are Jesus’ front-line disciples who spread Joy in daily life. We firmly believe that God is empowering you every day as you seek to fulfill your divine calling as a disciple who makes disciples!

Executive Team
Rick Godwin ― Council Chairperson; Becky Ohm ― Council Vice- Chairperson; Rachel Divin ― Secretary; Beth Horstman ― Treasurer; Dave Willis ― Financial Secretary 

Leadership Team
Bill Barr ― Property; Laura Cabato ― Social Ministry; Rachel Divin ― JoyLife; John Garrou ― Evangelism; Doris Goates― Worship & Music; Becky Ohm ― Stewardship; Tracy Posey ― Youth & Family Ministry; Jeanette Richards ― Communication; 

Ministry Leaders

June Tesch ― Joyful Women; Jeni Morrison ― Jr. High; Shena Timberlake ― Sr. High; Beth Horstman ― NCD Health Team; Brett Carleton ― Growing in Joy
Staff

Tim Christ ― Pastor; Terri Clark ― Administrative Assistant; Darin Mielke ― Joy Choir Director; Lou Gross ― Joyful Tooters; Carol Boenig & Audrey Stoneburner ― Organists; Tammy Canterbury, Rick Curry, Ron Light, Milton & Jeanette Richards, Sandy Wohlert ― Worship Team
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(Live, Love & Serve with Joy!
Ministry Opportunities

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, PART 2 (  Sunday, January 25that 12:30 p.m. we will hold our annual congregational meeting celebrating our ministries at Pecan Grove Country Club! Join us for Lunch and a celebration of all we have accomplished this year and our future at Joy. Cost will be $18pp (scholarships will be available so that all may attend). Sign up to bring your favorite desert! Sign up by Tuesday, Jan. 20th in the Narthex.
THE FUTURE CONTINUES TODAY ( in Adult Class. You can also join us Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. for size transition planning. All Joy adult disciples are challenged, encouraged, begged, and/or coerced to participate!!!

STAINEDGLASS WINDOW ( will be back! The window is being repaired so we will have the solar glass in its place for about 3 weeks. 

LOCK THE DOORS & TURN OFF LIGHTS! ( A reminder to everyone to be sure you have checked the doors and turned off lights before leaving the building. 

JOYFUL WOMEN BIBLE STUDY ( Began January 13th thru March 24th at 10 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. Join us to continue the journey with the Israelites as they travel from Mt. Sinai to Canaan. Study guides are $9 and provide weekly lessons to complete. Contact for more info or questions June Tesch 281-633-0449.

RUTH BIBLE STUDY (  Wednesday, January 21st at 7 p.m. All women are welcome!

WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM MEETING ( Thursday, January 22nd at 7 p.m. We will work on the calendar for 2009. So come prepared with suggestions, schedules, and anything else that might set the pace for 2009.

LUTHERHILL MOTHER & DAUGHTER RETREAT ( on Jan. 23rd thru 25th at Lutherhill. Cost is $70pp, $40 under age 12. For more info or registration, go to www.lutherhill.org. 

FDIC MEETING ( Monday, Feb. 2nd at 6:30 p.m.

GOD & GOLF RETREAT (  at Lutherhill, Feb. 6-8th. Come play two rounds of golf at the area’s best courses. Enjoy weekend devotions and worship led by Lutherhill staff and Bible study with Rev. Pete Steinke. Take a weekend to play, learn and laugh. Register online at www.lutherhill.org or call Lutherhill at 979-249-3232.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SNACKS (  are a continual need. Please bring individual juice boxes, individual packages of teddy grahams, cheese nips, goldfish, fruit snacks, pretzels, Ritz Bitz, etc. (Think as low sugar as possible!) Please place them in the green tub in the kitchen. Thank you for your support of our SS teachers and students!

NEEDED FOR THE GATHERING PLACE ( We would like to have a 42-46” TV to use for DVDs. It can be an older one that is not compatible for HDTV. If you are buying a new HDTV and would like to donate an older one, we would be happy to have it. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY ( Thursday evenings, 7:30 – 9 p.m. at Joy. 

WATER TO THRIVE ( Jr. High is continuing to collect money for Water to Thrive in the well in the Narthex. 

2009 FLOWER CHART ( has been posted in the Narthex. 

2009 OFFERING ENVELOPES ( The New Year has begun and the 2009 offering envelopes are located in the Narthex. 

FYI ( Joy experienced a “smash and grab” burglary early Tuesday morning. The ramp door window was shattered and the jars containing monies for the water well project were taken. A report was filed with the Ft. Bend County Sheriff’s department and Fred Kunzler graciously took care of cleanup and replacement of the door. This amplifies the need to always double check doors, lights, etc. when departing Joy.
BIRTHDAYS ( 1/19 Tracy Posey; 1/22 Alfred Rieder.
People of Prayer
Prayer is one of the marks of Discipleship. We invite everyone to grow in your prayer life. Include these persons, needs, concerns and thanksgivings in your prayers this week.

Due the extensive nature of our prayer list, we are changing our routine policy. A name will be placed on the Sunday list once and in our Newsletter list as long as requested. If you wish to have someone included several Sundays, please continue to fill out a prayer request card during worship.

Our Synod Staff: Bishop Michael Rinehart, Assistants to the Bishop: Peggy Cantos, AiM., Pr. Don Carlson, Pr. Herb Palmer
Our Congregational Leaders: especially our Pastor, staff, and Church Council members.

Our Sister Congregation: Iglesia Luterana de Cristo Rey in Reynosa, Mexico; Pr. Bazellel Hernandez
Our Inter-Lutheran Ministry Partners: St. Paul’s, Rosenberg: Interim, Peace, Rosenberg: Pr. Norm Albertson.
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In Sympathy ― for family & friends 

Special Requests ―
Safe travel 
Our Family and Friends in the Military― 
Serving Jesus Today 

                       8:00 a.m.              10:30 a.m.      
Altar Flowers   Celebration of David & Martha Willis’ 61st Anniversary
Altar Guild     S.Barr/C.Bolner/R.Divin/M.Mikeska/M.Peveto/P.Shipp
Ushers             Chad & Rachel Divin           Parke & Gracia Wyant
Acolyte                 Eric Garcia


     
              Mitchell Hong
Liturgist               Darin Mielke                          Corinne Light
Lector                  Martha Willis    


    
        Becky Geary
Cantor                  Darin Mielke
Child Sermon       June Tesch






     Tracy Posey
Communion                       Judy Ronning/Denyse Bray
Audio                   Beth Horstman 

                 Lisa Ronning
Counters                              Bob Jahn/Fred Kunzler

Serving Jesus Next Sunday
                       8:00 a.m.              10:30 a.m.      
Altar Flowers             Celebration of Lily Meyer’s Birthday
Altar Guild     S.Barr/C.Bolner/R.Divin/M.Mikeska/M.Peveto/P.Shipp
Ushers             Mike & Kathy Gann           Lisa & Amanda Ronning
Acolyte                 Kelsey White


     
           Mitchell Hong
Liturgist                   Bill Bray                              Dan Strode
Lector                    Bev Marvin    


    
        Gregg Carleton
Cantor                      Bill Bray
Child Sermon         Jerry Daniels






 Shena Timberlake
Communion                 Hazel Peska/Joyce Hopkins/Betty McDow
Audio                   Courtney White 

                 Aspen Timberlake
Counters                              Bill Peska/Jim Hill
CONGREGATIONAL WEBSITE ― www.joyrichmond.org
E-MAIL ― Pastor Tim: pastor@joyrichmond.org

Terri Clark: office@joyrichmond.org
Our Daily Joy!
Seasons of Discipleship...Planting Seeds ― Week of January 18, 2009
	Monday, January 19
	Consider Again What It Means to Abide


Last week we talked about abiding in Jesus. We listened to Jesus explain that we can bear fruit only by remaining in him. We saw the fruit of the Spirit as the character of Jesus reflected in our lives (Galatians 5:22-23). Consider these thoughts again as you read John 15:1-17, 26-27. Did you hear the words about the Father’s glory, Jesus’ joy in us, obedience, prayer, love, true friendship, the gift of the Spirit, and the call to testify about Jesus? This week’s theme is about planting seeds, sharing Jesus with others. How do the truths about abiding and bearing fruit relate to our call to wit​ness? Ponder these things as you read John 15:26-27 and 17:18, 26. Pray.
	Tuesday, January 20
	Glorious News and Overflowing Love


Ponder the simplicity of and great truths in Smith and Townsend’s lyrics: “For God so loved the world, He gave His only Son, to die on Calvary’s tree, from sin to set me free. Some day He’s coming back, what glory that will be; wonderful His love to me” (1938, New Spring). We have glorious, good news to share, news of God’s amazing, overflowing, abundant love, but do we share it? Read John 1:35-51, noticing the various ways the invitation to follow Jesus is offered. Consider the simplicity of the invitations. Is it really so hard to tell others about Jesus? How is sharing Jesus a reflection of our love for God and others? Read 1 John 4:7-16 and pray.
	Wednesday, January 21
	An Invitation


Have you experienced the thrill of opening an invitation to a spe​cial event? Have you considered that the invitation to be in rela​tionship with our glorious and eternal God is a gift of unsurpassed worth? Does it humble you to know that you are called to be an in​vitation bearer for the King of kings and Lord of lords? From Gen​esis to Revelation we see God’s invitation to relationship (Genesis 3:8-9; 15:1; 16:13; Exodus 3:14-15; Revelation 22:17—the bride is the church). Read John 1:35-51, noticing how people are invited. Did those inviting share theology and doctrine, or did they simply invite people to meet Jesus? Pray about what this means in your life.
	Thursday, January 22
	Where Do We Begin?


Evangelism: does the word excite you or create terror in your heart? In regard to witnessing, what does it mean to “plant seeds”? Does planting seeds, inviting others to meet Jesus, and sharing the faith always look the same? Ponder the different “faces” of evangelism as you read Matthew 28:18-20; John 1:40-46; Acts 1:8; 2:14, 22-24, 32-41; 8:26-40. We all are called to share Jesus, but most of us will not be sharing our faith with large crowds in huge auditoriums. We do not have to know everything about Jesus or be great orators to tell others about Jesus. Read John 1:40-46 again; pray the Spirit will open the door for you to invite someone to meet Jesus today.
	Friday, January 23
	Is It Really Our Story?



It’s important to be able to tell others about the difference Jesus makes in our lives, but is the focus really to be on us and our stories? The purpose of planting seeds/sharing our faith is to in​troduce others to Jesus! How is this validated in John 1:40-49; 20:30-31 and Acts 26:1-23? Whether speaking only a few words to encourage another to come meet the One whom we have met, or when sharing a detailed story of our faith journey, the goal is to invite others to meet Jesus. How do we see a similar heart and focus in David’s words in Psalm 9:1-2? Pray!
	Saturday, January 24
	The Spirit’s Activity in Our Lives and Witness


Read Acts 1:8; Galatians 5:22-23; and Ephesians 1:17-19a. Notice that it’s the Spirit who empowers us to witness, manifests Jesus’ character in us, and prepares hearts to believe and receive the good news of Jesus. We are called to be faithful in telling others about Jesus; the “success” of our witness is not our responsibility. Why is the fruit of the Spirit important in our witness? Are our very lives an even greater witness than our words? Consider that each aspect of the fruit of the Spirit is a reflection of Jesus’ life in us (Matthew 11:29; John 6:38; 14:27; 15:11; 17:13, 26; Romans 2:4; 2 Timothy 2:13). In prayer, open your heart to Jesus. Go share Jesus.
	Sunday, January 25
	There Is Something Winsome about Gratitude and Joy



Are you drawn to joyful people who have attitudes of gratitude? As followers of Jesus, we have everything we need to fill our hearts and lives with joy and thankfulness. Read John 15:11 and Colos​sians 1:9-14; embrace the promise and gift of joy. Hear it in Da​vid’s words as you read Psalm 9:1-2; 36:5-9; and 63:3-4. Consider memorizing one of these Scriptures. Talk to Jesus about your de​sire to radiate such overflowing joy and gratitude that your words and life become an invitation to others to come and meet the One who loves without measure.
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