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Confirmation will be  

celebrated on         

Reformation Sunday,  

October 25th  

2009 CONFIRMANDS  

Megan Budd  

Kristen Curry  

Eric Garcia  

Ariel Landinger  

 

Joy Lutheran Church, Richmond, Tx  

OCTOBER 2009  

Joy Lutheran Church, 717 FM 359, Richmond, TX 77406  

Office Phone: 281 - 762 - 3310     Office Fax: 281 - 232 - 2899      

E- mail: office@joyrichmond.org and pastor@joyrichmond.org     Web site: www.joyrichmond.org  

JOIN US!  

on 

SUNDAY,  

OCTOBER 4TH  

2:00 p.m.  

Bring your pet along to receive a blessing, the Jr High Youth will be 

available to take care of your animals. They will provide water and 

snacks, and will even give your pet a bath. Hope to see you there!  

BLESSING OF THE PETS  

All pets welcome!  

Be sure to have 

your dogs and 

cats on a leash or 

in a carrier for 

their safety!  
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PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 

Prepare for worship each Sunday by reading through the assigned lesson prior to worship.  Take 

some time to pray and reflect upon what God might be seeking to say to you in worship.  

 October readings are listed below by date:  

    18th SUNDAY OF PENTECOST    19th SUNDAY OF PENTECOST   

   October 4      October 11  

   Genesis 2:18-24     Amos 5:6 -7, 10-15 

   Psalm 8 (5)      Psalm 90:12-17 (12) 

   Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5 -12    Hebrews 4:12 -16 

   Mark 10:2 -16     Mark 10:17 -31 

 

  20th SUNDAY OF PENTECOST        REFORMATION SUNDAY  

   October 18      October 25   

   Isaiah 53:4 -12     Jeremiah 31:7 -9 

   Psalm 91:9-16 (9)      Psalm  126 (5)  

   Hebrews 5:1 -10     Hebrews 7:23 -28  

   Mark 10:35 -45      Mark 10:46 -52 

  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY  

AUGUST OFFERINGS  

GENERAL FUND:  

$28,562.20  

(AVG. WEEKLY GENERAL FUND OFFERING FOR  

AUGUST: $5,712)  

CAPITAL FUND:  

$1,291.00  

TOTAL MONTHLY GIFTS from all funds:  

$33,462..18  

OCTOBER WEDDING  

ANNIVERSARIES  

Mike & Kathy Gann  10/31     39 yrs  

Grow old along with me, the best is 
yet to be.  

Robert Browning  

ALL SAINTSõ SUNDAY 

November 1st  
On All Saintsõ Day we remember those who have 

been called from the Church Militant to the 

Church Triumphant  during the past year. A sign 

up sheet is in the Narthex.  

JOIN  

ITõS THE PITTS COOKERS a ministry in 

partnership with Joy Lutheran Church  

AT the FORT BEND COUNTRY FAIR  

FOR BBQ COOK - OFF  

October 2 - 3 
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THE CHURCH AT LARGE  

A gathering of rostered leaders was held in late August (followed by a gathering of Congregational 

leaders on the ensuing Saturday). This Synodical Imagine  conference occurred following the ELCA 

Churchwide Assembly, which was reported on in the most recent edition of The Lutheran  magazine. 

As a result of some of the decisions concerning the Churchõs view of and stance on human sexuality 

made at the churchwide assembly, Bishop Rinehart passed around a brief survey to gauge the con-

gregational/clergy reaction to the assembly decisions.  

With some localized modifications to his survey, the Adult Class of Joy responded to this survey as 

well and discussed their responses on Sunday, September 20 th . It was a very positive and fruitful 

discussion. The content and results of the survey, based on those who returned their slips were:  

 
 

 

As you read and reflect on this information, at the direction of the Church council, Chairperson 

Rick Godwin and Pastor Christ will have already attended a gathering of Lutheran CORE (Coalition 

for Reform) in Indianapolis, which took place September 25 -26. The key question asked at this Con-

vocation is: After Minneapolis ɲ Now What? 

Your council leadership has sought to be faithful in reflecting on the impact of the decisions of the 

Churchwide assembly, both theologically as well as in the daily life of the congregation, and is com-

mitted to keeping the congregation informed and involved in the reflection, discussion and decision 

process. 

We anticipate that there will be a congregational forum held in October in this regard. Be watching 

the Toolkit for updated information.  

In the meantime, for those able, the Sunday Adult Forum meeting in the Gathering Place is engaged 

in reflection on this subject, at both the personal and congregational levels.  

NUMBER  

0 

0 

0 

3 

8 

1 

5 

12 

SURVEY RESPONSE STATEMENTS 

1. I am elated!  

2. Iôm good with it. 

3. Who cares? This will have no effect on me/us as a congregation 

4. Some folks are upset, but nothing will happen.  

5. We will lose a few members. 

6. We will lose a lot of members. 

7. The council should discuss leaving the ELCA. 

8. The congregation needs to leave the ELCA. 
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October Trust  
If Iõm saving for a rainy day, college, or retirement, or 

for my loved ones after Iõm gone, does that mean Iõm 

not trusting in God for what I need? In Matthew 6:19 ð

20, Jesus tells us, òDo not store up for yourselves 

treasures on earth . . . but store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven.ó I try to imagine using only the 

resources that God has given me without worrying 

about more, but how can I not worry just a little as I 

witness downsizings, foreclosures, and investment fail-

ures? And then there are the homeless, the hungry, 

the sick, and those mistreated by the system, and my 

congregation is asking me to do more because govern-

ment programs are dwindling.  

Matthew presents hope for us today. We read, òFor 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

alsoó (6:21). God shows us how easily all we have stored 

up can disappear, whether it is consumed by moths, 

rust, a pink slip, or a stock market crash. We have no 

absolute control. With all the unknowns, can we imag-

ine relying solely on ourselves to provide for our every 

need? 

It is only when we concentrate on our relationship with 

God and others that òour treasureó begins to make 

sense. Trust continues to grow with prayer, study of 

Godõs word, and sharing with others. Trusting in God 

for what we need frees us to serve God and unfold 

Godõs plan for our lives. Storing up what we canõt count 

on is a waste of time. Donõt worry about the rainy day.  

Give God thanks and trust God to show you where the 

sun is! 

Eva James Yeo is administrative assistant for communications 
and oversees Lutheran Woman Today magazineõs Web pages. 

2009 Monthly Offering Devotions © 2008 Women of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Contents may be 

freely reproduced for use by Women of the ELCA congrega-

tional units and synodical organizations provided all copies 

carry this copyright notice.  

TREES 
This fall we plan on planting some trees 

on the east and south sides of the Joy 

Lutheran Church property. Would you be 

interested in having your group or family 

plant one or several  of the trees; some-

thing that you can watch and admire 

the  growth over the years to come?   Any 

thoughts or concerns on this; please con-

tact Bill Barr.   Phone 281-960 -4705 or 

bbarr@academicplanet.com .  

Thanks for helping make this a greener planet!  

Stories to Tell & Gifts to Share  

Stewardship Program  

òDeclare how much God has done for you.ó ð Luke 8:39  

 òWe cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and 
heard!ó ð Acts 4:20  

We all have stories to tell: humorous happenings, learning experi-

ences, news about our families, triumphs and tragedies, and plans 

for the future.  

And as the people of God, we have stories to tell about what God 

has done for us and about the difference that Godõs grace has 

made in our lives. Sometimes we are less aware of these stories 

until they are coaxed out of us ñbut they are there, part of 

whom we are. 

Thatõs not all. Whether we know it or not, we also have stories to 

tell about what God has done through  usñstories about how God 

has used us to make a difference in the lives of others. Getting 

to know those stories makes us even more aware of Godõs grace. 

God has given us so muchñand the gifts of God are for sharing.  

The Bible is a collection of stories about people with gifts to 

shareñstories about people whose lives were so changed by God 

that they were able to make a difference in the lives of others. 

In October, we will be focused on storytelling  and on givingñand 

to think of both storytelling and 

giving as grateful responses to the 

grace of God.  

Stories to Tell & Gifts to Share, Copy-

right © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Per-

mission is granted to reproduce this 

material for local, congregational use 

only. 

SOCIAL MINISTRY  

Meets the last Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. Please feel free to join us! Call Laura Cabato with any questions.  

NOTES FROM COUNCIL  

MEALS FOR FORT BEND FAMILY PROMISE  

Meals are needed for Homeless families the week of 

October 4th thru 11th. Monetary donations are accepted 

and appreciated if you are unable to cook!  

mailto:bbarr@academicplanet.com
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Come enjoy an afternoon of music, ethnic foods and fun 

while promoting global awareness and understanding 

through acts of mission and service, helping people in 

developing countries market and sell their products at a 

fair price, and celebrating together through multi -

cultural worship and music.  

5th Annual Global  

Mission Festival  

Sunday, October 4th, 2009  

from  2:00 -  6:30pm  

Living Word Lutheran Church, Katy  

Join us for a Spirit - filled afternoon of multi -cultural  wor-

ship, fellowship, fair trade  arts & crafts, ethnic  food , great 

world  music, mission ministry  information,  games and FUN 

for EVERYONE ! 

Multicultural Worship Service with  

Dr. Leonard Sweet, preacher and author  

 

Contact  Living Word  at 281 -392 -2300 or livingword-

katy@consolidated.net  

UPCOMING LUTHERHILL EVENTS!  

Oct 3 -5 Ladies Antiquing Retreat  

Oct. 24 -26 Cooking Retreat  

Nov. 14-16  Fall Family Retreat  

December  Youth Advent Retreats  

Jan. 23 -25  Mother/Daughter Retreat  

Feb. 6-8 God & Golf Retreat  

Mar 6 -8 Ladies Pampering Retreat  

Visit our Calendar at www.lutherhill.org  

WOMEN OF FAITH CONFERENCE  

HOUSTON TOYOTA CENTER    

November 13-14 

This is a 2 day non denominational event for Christian women. 

Nationally known speakers will inspire you with heartfelt mes-

sages, humor, drama and music. Speakers include humorist 

author Patsy Clairmont, Henry Cloud, co -author of Boundaries, 

Lisa Whelchel, founder of MomTime Ministries. Steven Curtis 

Chapman will be a special guest. Cost is $79 and includes box 

lunches. Talk to June Tesch or Tracy Posey for personal ex-

periences or go to  http://www.womenoffaith.com/

houston/    for info and sign up.  

MENõS BIBLE STUDY 

Menõs Bible Study will resume meeting on Thursday evenings 

at 7:30 p.m.  

The focus of the beginning study will be a 

book by Dietrich Bonhoeffer titled òThe Cost 

of Discipleshipó.  

All men are invited to participate! Contact 

Mike Meyer for additional information.  

2009 KOMEN HOUSTON RACE 

FOR THE CURE!!! 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3RD  

SAM HOUSTON PARK DOWNTOWN  

Join friends & family of Kristi Work in the Komen Houston 

Race for the Cure 5 K non -competitive Walk on Saturday, 

October 3, 2009. You can walk, watch, or donate!  

 In Memory of our dear friend Kristi, we have 

formed "Kristi's Krew" and would love to have 

you join our team. Please help us raise money 

for a cure for all our mothers, sisters, daugh-

ters, and wives. For details, go to www.komen-

houston.org  and look for our team "Kristi's 

Krew" to get involved, or see Kathy  Strode. 

Thank you!  

http://www.womenoffaith.com/houston/
http://www.womenoffaith.com/houston/
http://www.komen-houston.org
http://www.komen-houston.org

