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BACCALAUREATE CELEBRATION MAY 23 RD  

BOTH WORSHIP SERVICES  
We will have a Baccalaureate celebration on Sunday, May 23 rd  at both the early and late services.  At that 

time, our grads will be presented with gifts and blessings as a new chapter begins for our graduates.   Please 

stop by the fellowship hall to view the graduates on the display tables beginning May 2 nd.  The 

table will be up for the entire month of May for our viewing pleasure. There will also be a reception in the 

fellowship hall to honor the graduates during SS on May 23 rd . 

Congratulations Class of 2010!!!!!  We are so proud of you!!!!!  

REV. DR. ERIC GRITSCH AT JOY  

Joy, working in cooperation with the Society of the Holy Trinity, has the honor of hosting 

The Rev. Dr. Eric W. Gritsch , Emeritus Professor of Church History, Gettysburg Lutheran 

Seminary, on Sunday, May 9 th . Dr. Gritsch will preach at both worship services and conduct the 

adult forum, which will center on his latest book, Toxic Spirituality: Four Enduring Temptations 

of Christian Faith  (The challenge of Anti -Semitism, Fundamentalism, Triumphalism, and Moral-

ism). 

Dr. Gritsch will then serve as the teaching theologian for the Spring retreat of the Guada-

lupe River Chapter of the Society of the Holy Trinity (STS,  which Pr. Christ will be attending) 

on Monday and Tuesday, May 10th  and 11th  at Cedarbrake Retreat Center in Belton, Texas. The 

society ( www.societyholytrinity.org ) is a confessional religious ministerium / order for Lutheran 

pastors, dedicated to the renewal of prayer and liturgical life in the ministries of those who 

participate.  

A Sunday afternoon/evening teaching event may also be scheduled for anyone interested in 

attending.  

PASSING ON THE FAITH FOR OUR GRADUATES  

The FDIC team would like to introduce a way for you to pass on your faith to our graduates.  

We want you to share a favorite bible verse, any words of wisdom or advice, words of encour-

agement, or a story you would like to pass on to our young adults.  You can write or type your 

own, or you can pick up a blank decorated page from the narthex.  You can turn them into the 

church office by May 10 th  and we will distribute a copy to all the graduates during our celebra-

tion on May 23 rd . 

http://www.zionbaltimore.org/ericgritsch
http://www.societyholytrinity.org/
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PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
Prepare for worship each Sunday by reading through the assigned lesson prior to worship.  Take 

some time to pray and reflect upon what God might be seeking to say to you in worship.  

 May readings are listed below by date:  

 5th SUNDAY OF EASTER  6th SUNDAY OF EASTER   7th SUNDAY OF EASTER   

  May 2      May 9     May 16  

  Acts 11:1-18   Acts 16:9 -15   Acts 16:16 -34 

  Psalm 148 (13)   Psalm 67 (4)    Psalm 97 (12)  

  Revelation 21:1-16  Revelation 21:10,22ñ22;5  Revelation 22:12 -14,16-17,20-21 

  John 13:31-25   John 14:23 -29 or   John 17:20 -26 

           John 5:1-9 

   PENTECOST         HOLY TRINITY   

   May 23      May 30   

   Acts 2:1 -21 or  Genesis 11:1-9  Proverbs 8:1-4, 22 -31 

   Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (30)   Psalm 8 (2)  

   Romans 8:14-17 or  Acts 2:1 -21  Romans 5-1-5 

   John 14:8 -17 [25 -27}    John 16:12-15 

  

Who Are We?  JOY!  

What Does Joy Mean?  

Jesus and others before You!  

Where do we reveal Joy?  

We each embody Joy to the World!  

 

MAY 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  

 Mike & Tracy Posey   5/4  21 yrs  

 Gene & Debbie Manella  5/15  34 yrs  

 Everett & Shena Timberlake  5/20  21 yrs  

 Doni & Tammy Soward  5/22  11 yrs 

 Chris & Laura Parnell   5/25  19 yrs  

 Larry & Melissa Mikeska   5/30  21yrs 

 

Love enables you to put your deepest feelings and fears in 

the palm of your partner's hand, knowing they will be han-

dled with care.  

~Carl S. Avery  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY  

MARCH OFFERINGS  

GENERAL FUND:  

$21,920.50  

(AVG. WEEKLY GENERAL 

 FUND OFFERING FOR               

MARCH: $5,480)  

LENTEN OFFERING:  

$3,151.00 

CAPITAL FUND:  

$622.00  

TOTAL MONTHLY 

GIFTS from all funds:  

$26,788.69  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY  

FIRST QUARTER  

OFFERINGS  

GENERAL FUND:  

$68,732.32  

(AVG. WEEKLY GENERAL 

 FUND OFFERING FOR               

3RD QUARTER: $5,287)  

LENTEN OFFERING:  

$3817.00  

CAPITAL FUND:  

$2,258.00  

TOTAL QUARTERLY 

GIFTS from all funds:  

$79,840.15  
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Joy Disciples,  

In the past few months there has been a lot of discussion pertaining to the changes in the ELCA. In those discussions, four 

Lutheran groups have been mentioned, òThe Wordalone Networkó, òLutheran Coreó, òEvangelical Lutheran Synod of Texas 

(ELST)ó, and òLutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)ó.  

Most of our discussions have been about Lutheran Core and ELST. A resolution was passed, at the annual Joy congregation 

meeting part 1, to support these two groups with a portion of our designated benevolence. Some of you have read and under-

stand the history of these groups. It is important for us to stay informed and to continue open dialogue in a respectful and 

loving manner. I intend to continue searching the internet for items of interest and forward them to you in a timely manner.  

Current Information Available:  

Wordalone Network found at http://www.wordalone.org/who.shtml  Link to  òWho We Areó states the purpose of the 

Wordalone Network. The seventh title on the page, òWho We Are ð A Historyó, explains how and why Wordalone, Lu-

theran Core, and Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) were established.  

Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Texas : http://www.evangelicallutheransynodoftexas.org/index.html   ELST is currently a 

small group that is attempting to pull local like -minded congregations together.  Update from ELST: http://

www.joyrichmond.org/uploads/ELST_News_3 -4-10.pdf   

Lutheran Core  Information: http://www.lutherancore.org   For links to the monthly Lutheran Core newsletter and other 

information, go to the news button in the left column of the home page. The February newsletter includes an announce-

ment to create a new Lutheran church body called ò North American Lutheran Church.ó  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ELCA responded to the Lutheran Core announcement with the following news 

release: http://www.elca.org/News/Releases.asp?a=4453  The ELCA issues news releases, almost daily, pertaining to a mul-

titude of subjects: At the bottom of the http://www.elca.org  home page under the heading Resources, there is a link to 

News. The ELCA Social statement on human sexuality adopted at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in August 2009:  

http://www.elca.org/What -We-Believe/Social - Issues/Social -Statements/JTF -Human-Sexuality.aspx   

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ LCMC can be found at http://www.lcmc.net/   

Thank you for your attention,  

Larry Mikeska ð Communications Ministry  

We would like to thank Pastor Edwin Peterman who led us in worship and 

study on Sunday, April 11 th . During Adult Study Pastor Peterman spoke 

about the orders of creation and Protestant liberal drift as well as the 

ELCA and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Texas. His presentation 

was videoed and played back Wednesday evening, April 14 th  for those 

who were unable to attend on Sunday morning.  

Pastor Peterman published three books since his retirement as pastor 

from Christ the King Lutheran Church. He now offers seminars in basic 

Biblical and Lutheran Theology which he offered at Joy a few years ago 

on the Augsburg Confession. He serves with ELST which Joy has joined.  

If you are interested in seeing this DVD presentation, you are wel-

comed and encouraged to contact Becky Ohm at 832 -724 -4885.  

SYNOD ASSEMBLY 2010  
òWalking the Way: An Assembly for Spiritual Pilgrimsó 

April 16 -18 2010 ñ NEW ORLEANS, LA  

 
This past weekend, Larry Mikeska, Becky Ohm and Pastor Tim attended the 23rd Assembly of the 

Texas-[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ DǳƭŦ /ƻŀǎǘ {ȅƴƻŘ ƛƴ bŜǿ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ ά²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅΥ 
!ƴ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ŦƻǊ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ tƛƭƎǊƛƳǎΦέ нтс ƭŀȅ ϧ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƻǳǊ 
synod came to participate together in business and worship.  

Several items of business were conducted. Major items included elections for Synod Council , na-
tional (ELCA) Church Council and 2011 Churchwide Assembly Voting Members. Synod Council mem-
bers called through the election were: Pr. Sue Beall (Our Savior, College Station), Pr. Brad Fuerst 
(Houston Lutheran Campus Ministries), Dudley Piland (St. Paul, LaGrange), Diane Campbell (New Life, 
tŜŀǊƭŀƴŘύΣ DǊŜƎƻǊȅ DŜƻŘŜŎƪŜ ό/ƘǊƛǎǘ ¢ƘŜ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘΣ IƻǳǎǘƻƴύΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻǊŜȅ IŜƛŘǘ ό{ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎΣ {ǳƎŀǊ [ŀƴŘύ 

Pr. Robert Moore (Christ The King, Houston) and Pr. David Roschke (Salem, Houston) 
will be nominees for election to the ELCA Church Council at the 2011 Churchwide 
Assembly.  

Voting members to the 2011 Churchwide Assembly selected were: Judy Biffle 
(Kinsmen, Houston), Pamela Tamurello (Lord of Life, The Woodlands), David Hollrah 
(Christ The King, Houston), Philip Oestreich (St. Paul, LaGrange), Pr. Bonnie Parker 
(St. Paul, Baytown), Pr. Robert Moore (Christ The King, Houston), Pr. Patrick Keen 
(Bethlehem, New Orleans), Edward Wang (Chinese Lutheran, Houston), and Tim 
Lenz (Christ The King, Houston).  

Five resolutions came forward for vote. Those approved were: 1) Houston Interna-
ǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜŀŦŀǊŜǊǎΩ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ϷмΣлллΦлл ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƴƻŘ 
budget; 2) congregations and other local ministries encouraged to be better stew-
ards of energy and reduce energy-related greenhouse gas emissions 25-40% of our 
facilities by 2020; and 3) the TX-LA Gulf Coast Synod will memorialize the 2011 

Churchwide Assembly to work to restore ELCA pension cuts made to retired clergy in the annuities program.  

The assembly approved the Synodical budget for fiscal 2011, compensation guidelines for clergy and professional staff, and con-
stitutional revisions recommended by Churchwide. The Synod assembly also acts at the corporate meeting for Lutherhill Ministries 
and approved the fiscal 2011 operating budget and elected 4 persons to the Board of Directors (including Pr. Christ, who was re-
elected to serve another term). 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƭŜŀŘ ōȅ άWŀȊȊ {ǳƴŘŀȅέΗ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ www.gulfcoastsynod.org and click on 
the Events tab for video of assembly and copies of the full resolutions.  

http://www.wordalone.org/who.shtml
http://www.evangelicallutheransynodoftexas.org/index.html
http://www.joyrichmond.org/uploads/ELST_News_3-4-10.pdf
http://www.joyrichmond.org/uploads/ELST_News_3-4-10.pdf
http://www.lutherancore.org/
http://www.elca.org/News/Releases.asp?a=4453
http://www.elca.org/
http://www.elca.org/What-We-Believe/Social-Issues/Social-Statements/JTF-Human-Sexuality.aspx
http://www.lcmc.net/
http://www.gulfcoastsynod.org/

